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Course Overview





ELA Goals


Second graders begin to read more with accuracy and fluency. Having a firmer grasp on phonics, second graders begin more complex word studies. They begin to read longer, more complex texts, including chapter books. They continue to read every day and have books read to them. Writing becomes more independent for second graders as they write in a variety of genres. Students become much more conscientious about editing and revising their work. Second graders begin to use more symbolic language, such as concepts (courage, freedom, time, seasons), in their writing and verbal interactions. Conventions become a part of the everyday writing experience for second graders. They learn important parts of speech and how to manipulate language to suit their contexts. They expand sentences and learn new sentence structures and the punctuation that occurs with them. Their written and spoken language becomes much more complex. Second graders show evidence of a vastly expanding language repertoire, including the use of a variety of language registers. They engage in a variety of language and literary activities as they gain independence and mastery of reading, writing, speaking, and listening.





Math Goals


In 2nd Grade, there are eight mathematics content standards for students to learn. Your child will learn to demonstrate skills and strategies needed to succeed in mathematics, including critical thinking, reasoning, effective collaboration, and expression. Your child will also be encouraged to seek help and to apply feedback to the task at hand while setting and monitoring individual goals. Learning to solve problems successfully will be a goal for students all year. The main mathematical units in second grade are numerical reasoning: read, write, and compare values to 1000 using place value, apply part-whole strategies to add and subtract within 1000, work with equal groups to gain foundations for multiplication; measurement & data reasoning: estimate and measure distances and lengths to solve problems found in real-life situations, solve real-life problems involving time, money, and data; patterning & algebraic reasoning: identify, describe, create, and grow patterns; and geometric & spatial reasoning: build and breakdown shapes with specific qualities and observe everyday items. 





Social Studies Goals


In second grade, the various social studies strands become interwoven with the historical strand. The history strand focuses on important historical figures in Georgia and the Creek and Cherokee cultures in Georgia. The geography strand emphasizes the geography of Georgia and relates to the historical study. In addition to the positive character traits of the individuals and groups in the historical strand, the basic concept of government is also introduced. Basic economics concepts continue to be introduced.





Science Goals


The Second Grade Georgia Standards of Excellence for science engage students in raising questions and seeking answers about the world around them by making observations and exploring phenomena. At the appropriate times, students will ask, “How do you know?” and will attempt to answer the question. They will use whole numbers as well as basic fractions (such as one-half and one-fourth) to identify and analyze scientific data. Second graders will find sums and differences of single digit numbers and then justify the answer. They will give rough estimates to problems and estimate lengths, weights, and time intervals. They will explain to others how to solve numerical problems related to a science activity.





Source: � HYPERLINK "https://www.georgiastandards.org/Pages/Default.aspx" �https://www.georgiastandards.org/Pages/Default.aspx�
















































































Policies





Attendance	


School Hours are 7:25 a.m. to 2:10 p.m.


It is important that your child come to school each day so that he/she does not miss any lessons. If possible, please refrain from making any dental or doctor’s appointments during school hours. This will minimize missing or having to make up any lessons. Tests and quizzes are given weekly, and students will not be afforded the opportunity to make them up if they are late or absent without a doctor’s note. 





All students need to be in the building by 7:20 am to ensure the students can make it to class before 7:25. Your child must go directly to the office and get a late pass if he/she comes to school after 7:25. It is important to have your child to school on time each day. If your child is tardy eleven times, this will equal one unexcused absence, so please keep this in mind. 





Homework


Homework is intended for [extra] practice to reinforce the skills that have been taught earlier in the day/week. In some cases, you may see that your child needs some support at home with some of the assignments, however homework is planned for independent practice. Since our schedule is extremely tight, I will not get to check assignments on a regular basis. Please know that as I get to know each of my students, I will intervene with each student to ensure they get the extra attention they need in all subjects they show struggle. Homework is important, and it is a grade on the report card. Therefore, I will monitor the assignments being completed and turned in on time. 





Conduct


Your child's conduct is monitored and recorded throughout the day on ClassDojo. Please download the ClassDojo application so you can be aware of your child's behavior throughout the day. The conduct grade is averaged in ClassDojo and is reflected on the students' report cards; therefore, it is important that your child does his/her best to be responsible and behave appropriately in the classroom, as well as throughout the school. If I must reach out to you for a discipline concern, I appreciate your full support in addressing inappropriate behavior. If these behaviors continue, I may need to reach out to an administrator for assistance which will in turn require contact with you. Please keep your telephone numbers updated in Infinite Campus's Parent Portal in the event contact with you is necessary. In addition to your child's conduct, they will be recognized for good behavior as well and will be rewarded for being respectful, prepared, and ready to learn. 


Rewards and Consequences


 (Not limited to the following and not in this order)


Rewards


I Praise/ brag about your child


Pat on the back/ give hugs


Positive Dojo messages & points (Green)


Stickers/Prizes/Special Treats


Special Privileges (extra recess, lunch with the teacher, etc.)


Consequences


Warning: Visual/Verbal


Spend time in another class


Lose Dojo points (Red)


Negative note/message on Dojo


Call home/Parent conference


Principal/Administration assistance


Write-Up Referral






















































































Policies





Conferences  


Conferences are offered, on the Richmond County School System Calendar, September-October for fall and February-March for spring. Conferences allows us to review your child's performance and to discuss any additional concerns. These are not the only times that you can request a conference. You may have a concern, or I may have a concern outside of the mandated conference period. If you would like to request a conference, please send a message on ClassDojo, send a note with your child to school, or call our front office to schedule an appointment. If I am requesting to speak with you, I will use ClassDojo to request a conference at a time that is most convenient for you. Allow ample notice of your request so I can ensure your concerns are addressed and the time is devoted to you without interruption. 


Grades


Every four and a half weeks (mid-term), Progress Reports are sent home to keep you informed of your child's progress and any areas that need to be worked on. If necessary, I can schedule a conference to discuss any concerns I may have throughout the school year. Addressing concerns immediately assists in creating a plan to make improvements before report cards are finalized. Please see the common core grading scale below. 


Standard Based Grading Scale


4 = Distinguished Learner


3 = Proficient Learner


2 = Developing Learner


1 = Beginning Learner





Reading and Math Goals


Your child is monitored regularly and assessed three times during the school year to diagnose his/her reading and math progress by a tailored program called, iReady. This is a computerized program tailored to each child’s individual levels and needs. The goal of the program is to accelerate every child to or above his or her academic grade level. Your child’s success with the iReady program (as well as success in the classroom subjects) is a major factor in consideration for promotion to the third grade. 





Transportation   


Knowing your child's mode of transportation is vital to ensuring their safety and well-being. If for any reason you must change the way your child is to get home from school, you must send a note in writing or personally speak with an administrator in the office. Please do not send messages concerning transportation changes on ClassDojo. I cannot guarantee that I will be able to check messages during the school day. 





Again, I would like to welcome you to the second grade and look forward to working with the students and parents/guardians throughout the school year. Please feel free to address any questions or concerns that you may have. Communication is a key component to your child’s success. Don’t forget to download the application ClassDojo and I appreciate your support with assisting in your child’s learning. 





Sincerely,


Mrs. LaToya Sams – 2nd Grade Teacher 


samsla2@boe.Richmond.k12.ga.us 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.classdojo.com" �ClassDojo� 


Bayvale Elementary (706) 737- 7255




























































































